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glass is the presence of 
innumerable minute air 
bubbles ("seed") which 
in certain lights appear 
as a silvery sheen on the 
surface. This same 
effect, produced by too 
low a temperature in the 
melting, is to be ob- 
served in some of the 
old Swedish glassware, 
and while in reality an 
imperfection, the effect 
is not unpjeasing. 

Special attention 
will be given to complet- 
ing the Museum collec- 
tion of American 
glassware, which already 
is the largest and most 
important of its kind. 
The knowledge that the 
particular patterns of 
these recently acquired 
pieces are American will undoubtedly be of great assistance in the recognition 
of other varieties of cut glass which originated in the numerous cutting shops of 
the United States early in the nineteenth century. 




CUT GLASS PUNCH BOWL 

Made by John and Craig Ritchie 

Wheeling, W. Va., about 1835 
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NOTES 

Appropriation. — On account of the crowded condition of the Museum 
exhibits application was made, to City Councils, through the Commissioners of 
Fairmount Park, for an appropriation to be used in fitting up some of the 
unfinished apartments in the basement of Memorial Hall. It is with pleasure 
we are able to announce the securing of an appropriation of $5000 for his pur- 
pose. The work of putting these apartments into condition for exhibition 
purposes will be commenced at an early day. 

Important Accessions. — From Miss Henrietta Graff the Museum has 
received a valuable collection of Greco-Roman pottery, Oriental and European 
silver jewelry, Pueblo Indian pottery, a carved and gilded modern French chair, 
marble statue of the Madonna and early American cut glass, the latter of which 
is described more fully on another page of this issue. 

Mr. Craig D. Ritchie and Miss Henrietta Ritchie have presented a most 
interesting group of cut glass made at Wheeling, W. Va., by the uncle and 
father of the donors about 1835. The presentation of this most desirable collec- 
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tion was inspired by the article on American glassware in the January number 
of the Bulletin. 

Among the most important purchases of the past three months are a 
beautiful embroidered velvet coat and silk gilet of the Louis XVI. period, a 
Venetian carved corporation standard of the seventeenth century, a Chinese 
"Lowestoft" dish of the eighteenth century with memorial designs of General 
Washington, and some rare and curious examples of old American earthenware 
and stoneware from an early pottery in Strasburg, Va. 

Glassware. — A portion of the collection of old American glassware has 
been relabeled and installed in a new case in the North Corridor, to which the 
recent accessions have been added. A second case will soon be installed. 

Wrought Iron. — The large collection of old German wrought iron has 
been removed from the cases in the aisle of the North Corridor and placed on 
the adjacent wall where it shows to greater advantage. 

Changes. — Some important changes in the arrangement of exhibits will 
be announced in the next number of the Bulletin. 

School News. — J. Parker Cummings, of the current year wool class in 
the Textile School, has taken a position as Assistant Styler with the American 
Woolen Company in New York City. Robert E. Henry, of last year's cotton 
class, has accepted a position as assistant to the Agent of the Brighton Mills, 
Passaic, N. J. 

A well-attended and successful meeting of the Alumni Association of the 
Textile School was held at the School building on February 12th. The meeting 
was one of a series arranged by the Association at which addresses on subjects 
of a practical nature shall be given by men of experience. The subject con- 
sidered at this meeting was "Cost Finding" and the principal address was by 
Mr. John P. Wood, of the firm of William Wood & Co., the other speakers being 
Mr. John Burt, of the Southwark Mills, and Mr. Mitchell Stead of Folwell 
Brothers. A paper by the latter gentleman on steam dyeing is promised for a 
future meeting. 

Under the auspices of the Alumni Association of the Art School an exhibi- 
tion of original illustrations from the Saturday Evening Post and the Ladies' 
Home Journal was held in the Auditorium of the School from February 5th 
to 17th, inclusive. The drawings, valued at five thousand dollars, were gen- 
erously loaned by the Curtis Publishing Company, and the collection was 
assembled by Mr. Paul Lachenmeyer, a graduate and former instructor of the 
School, now connected with the Curtis Company. The Association is planning, 
for an early date, an exhibit of up-to-date work in color printing, which cannot 
fail to be of value and interest. 

Under Mr. Volkmar's direction some excellent work has been done recently 
in the Pottery Class, in the direction of making moulded ware. Hitherto the 
use of moulds was not permitted and the work of the School was strictly 
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confined to the production of hand-made pieces, in which form was the main 
consideration, and no duplication was possible, but for the sake of producing 
pieces in sufficient quantity to make it possible for the class to do more in the 
way of painted decoration than could be done otherwise, a certain amount of 
work with the moulds is now done. 

The designs are still individual, and the use of moulds is only allowed in 
case an individual student wishes several identical pieces from his own design 
on which to try various schemes in painted decoration. 

On February 24th the monthly conference of the Association of Friends' 
Schools of the Middle States was held at the School, the address being made 
by Principal Miller on the subject, "Art and Its Place in General Education." 
After the adjournment of the conference the members made a tour of inspection 
of the School of Applied Art and the Textile School. 

Museum Library. — The library of the Museum contains many interesting 
and valuable books relating to the various fields of artistic expression. It con- 
sists of some fourteen hundred books and thirteen hundred pamphlets, and being 
catholic in its choice, aims to cover all lines of human achievement. To the 
eyes of the world the pamphlet may not seem of great value ; to the historian it 
is very often a mine of information, and a collection of pamphlets is no mean 
part of a library's usefulness. 

The School also has a library, larger than the one at the Museum, and 
entirely distinct from it. Here the student finds material that supplements the 
work of the class room; also a fund of suggestion to aid him in the carrying 
out of his original ideas. 

To enumerate a few titles in the Museum library : There is a very inter- 
esting book in three volumes, The History of Modern Painting, by Richard 
Muther, dealing with the modern art of all countries, and well illustrated. The 
book is a translation from the German, which was made in part by Mr. Ernest 
Dowson, a young English poet of some renown. The translators have caught 
most happily the atmosphere of the German original, and have made a volume 
of charming reading. 

The catalogues of the paintings in the private collections of Mr. P. A. B. 
Widener and the late Mr. W. L. Elkins are valuable for their reproductions, 
in fine brown tints, of works of the old masters, early English painters, and 
painters of the modern school. 

These sumptuous volumes were prepared, and the plates engraved, by 
Goupil and Co., of Paris. They are large folios, handsomely bound in full 
morocco, and printed on the finest Japan paper. They were presented to the 
Museum by Mr. Widener and Mr. Elkins. 

An enthusiastic lover of the arts of the East has said, "Were a man to live 
as long as Methuselah he would never cease to find fresh beauties in a Persian 
carpet." As a representative of this side of the wonderful Eastern genius, there 
is a volume devoted to the Holy Carpet of the Mosque at Ardebil, by Edward 
Stebbing. It contains an essay on Persian carpets, and seven plates, exquisitely 
hand-colored, showing in detail the beauties of the sacred carpet, and giving 
full descriptions of each plate. 
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An excellent collection of specimens of the textile manufactures of India, 
in eleven volumes, has been gathered together by J. Forbes Watson, showing 
the modern work of the looms of India. These volumes are rich in suggestion 
of design and color combinations. 

In the field of ceramics the library is exceedingly well equipped. There 
are handbooks and general manuals that are very helpful to the student, as well 
as many works on special subjects, whose authors have followed out one line 
of research. Jacquemart's Histoire de la Ceramique is a standard work, which 
is highly recommended ; Ris Paquot includes much excellent matter in his well- 
illustrated work, Histoire de la Faience Ancienne. 

An illustrated book, The History and Description of French Porcelain, by 
E. S. Auscher, has recently been added to the library. 

M. L. Solon has recently given to the public two interesting books, A Brief 
History of Old English Porcelain, and A History and Description of the Old 
French Faience. His splendid book on Ancient Art Stoneware of the Low 
Countries and Germany has just been acquired by the library. It is in two large 
folio volumes, printed on Dutch handmade paper, and illustrated with numerous 
etchings and drawings made by the author. The Pennsylvania Museum has 
several fine examples of his pate-sur-pate work. 

There are a number of delightful books on the arts of China and Japan, 
chief among them being the magnificient catalogue of the ceramic collection of 
Mr. William T. Walters, of Baltimore, the gift of Mr. John Story Jenks. This 
volume, entitled Oriental Ceramic Art, is in ten sections, including a volume of 
text to accompany the complete work, by S. W. Bushell, and one hundred and 
sixteen colored plates, which are the feature of the book, and are most beau- 
tiful examples of the art of Prang and Company, of Boston, who spent six years 
in their production. 

The Catalogue of the J. Pierpont Morgan Collection of Chinese Porcelains 
is a most artistic example of modern bookmaking. It is beautifully printed and 
bound, is profusely illustrated with fine colored plates, and is altogether a 
delight to handle. Mr. Morgan's splendid collection of Chinese porcelains can 
be seen at the Metropolitan Museum, New York, where it is now deposited. 
A handsome leather case, in keeping with the binding, has been especially made, 
for the better presentation of this beautiful volume. 

The most authoritative work on the art of the Japanese potter is the Cata- 
logue of Japanese Pottery in the Boston Museum of Fine Arts, by Prof. Edward 
S. Morse. Prof. Morse has devoted twenty years to the preparation of this 
catalogue, and speaks with the highest authority on this subject, which he has 
made his life study. 

G. A. Audsley's Ornamental Arts of Japan deals with many fields of art, 
viz : Lacquer, Embroidery and Textiles, Painting, Prints, etc. It is in two large 
volumes and contains many fine illustrations in colors. Audsley and Bowes's 
Ceramic Art of Japan, and W. G. Gulland's Chinese Porcelain may be men- 
tioned also as very valuable additions to the subject. 

The collector, the amateur, and the general reader who enjoys looking at 
beautiful books will find in the Museum librarv much that will help, interest, 
and delight. " M. H. S. 



